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«#Why thisqueralous tone, Lelie ? what
you complain s0 wuch of the

neighbmhoodf why this dejsction and
low spiritedness -oheer up and remew-
bor thiat ‘A sorfow's crown of sorrows is
réméntbering happier days.” |

J#AR! Rosine, it is not recollections of
the ' associatious of the past, nor knowl-
edge of tho gloom of the present, that
It is ™

~“Qut with it Lelie, keep nothing fromn
a friend in whose confidenco you have,
and may still répoce tlie most implicit
tm-'3

“Oh ! Rosine that mischief-maker and
invidious prattler has been saying so
many hard and Gruel things about me.”

~“Lilio, that's nothing; you know her
disposition—everybody knows it. She
is not capable of impairing your eharac-
ter in the estimation of any one.  You
knuer thera is a certain class of people,

- in_whose heart lurks that low and de-

ceptive envy, which prompts indiscrimi-
mute . slander, without desiguing that
‘theso, upon whom it falls should ever
%ear of it. She isa representative of
thn__t class.”

“Rosine, there is little consolation in
a aunple kuowledge of her churacter.
To know ler is to ineur her hatred ; aud
I believe she is capable of using any
means to carry her points.” :

“No, Lelic, I don’t think she ropre-
sents exactly..the opinion you have
formed: of her; that she is an evil
minded woman, I am willing to admit;
but at the same tinig, she does. nat meun
.eqenhhmn aho-anya. “c..m)uu to make

- You “remwember how she r-:wnllmvcd lier

own words whea My Grenelle- attacked
her about the report she had eirculated ?
and how she smathered over
affuiv with sycophancy.”
“Wait, Rosine, until you know some-
thing of the nature of what she has suid

the whole

about we before you attempt to pallinre |

the differonce of opinion bLutween us in | harks abun

rogurd to Miss Dunwood.”

“Procced then to tell me, perhaps I
may have formed an opivion too  hosti-
l w1t
~ “She ‘passed censure of the scverest

kind on iny grand-parents ; even went so

iar us to repute thew dishonest ; and said
that I had “inherited their ‘fuilings.’
These imputations were wade at a din-

ner-tuble, where I was one of the lead- |

ing subjects of lier remarks. She eriti-
gised my conduct on several oceasions,
teverted £0 rue joonner in which 1 had
been waircd, predicted my future, and
perotated with a disquisition on thé nis-
pory of my lineal ancestors generully.
This was told to we by a bosow friend,
who was present—for her sake you must
ohsorve the strictest seeresy.”

#0f course, Lolie, I <hell nat. divulge
a single word. But were I iu* your
place, I should hold Mzs. Dunwood re-
sponsiblé for the insults she has desizned
to offer you.”

“Such reports never improve any by
being made pubh:. Rosine.  Ou the conu-
trary they gain unfuvorable additions.
Besides, any attempt of mine tc demaud
an explination or retraction, would be
regirded by her belligerent spirit as an
invitation for battle, aund no doubt, the
whole affair would cnd in an altercative
war. Nothing would give her more
pleasure than an opportunity to (uarrel
with we, a thing whick above all othiers,
I most detest.”

'This conversation betweon Iclie Lo-
dore aud losine Bteptou will semewiat
portrey the character of Mrs. Dunwood,
Her leading pnssion wus to slunder. Iu
this she could not be surpassed, nud few
could be found to equal her, The name
of sowe one always torined a theme upou
whieh' she gave vent to her mialicious
declings,  She rejoiced over othor's wis-
fortuues, and pined nt their saceess, 1o
keep the ueighboithood in & stute of dis-
turbaneg wus the height of her wwbition
and scwe ol delight.  The most obdu-
gute will bused upon the most forious
temper, any huwin on eartlr ever pos-
#emied, veudered her an object of torror,
nud ;gained for her tho slang phruse of
*1he Old Monstress.”” She wus cqual to
and  wonld the

m; sacrifices to gain the wiost trival

. ks '
Il i aa g ¥ ES Aol 1
_‘_;_;,g_-,{}r...t*’,.'! oA

est, was the 3ovarnm" low uf her na-
ture, :,w;l .nha would sacrifice e_vurythmg
else to promote it. Iler tongue wasa
| weapon, whose power to execute seldom

| fuiled—this wuas her forte. She imag-

med a feeling of independence, and tried
to assume an air of indiffereuce. Hor
mind, all the time actively engaged in
maturing her private plans, by which to
gain her sceret ends, rendered her al-
most pertect in the art of device. A
knowledge of the inability and unwill-
ingness ol others to attempt to competo
with her, inspired an audacity that was
only equalled by her impertinence; and
she exercised the privilege, which all
seemed to grant as if by mutual consent
of tulking with impunity.

Lelie Loderc was a wiodest, unassum-
ing, unsuspecting ereature, altogether
unable and unprepared to combat the
vindictiveness of Mrs. Duawood's pa-
ture. One of her ‘“failings” was over-
crednlousness. Her coufidenee once es-
tablished by professions of friendship
was not easily shaken. Wenkness in
this respect often gave desigzning ones an
advantaze over her. The friendship she
cherished for Rosine wus always sup-
posed to have been mutual, and “indeed
was until the former became the rival of

the latter in a suit of love. As soon as
this was discovered, Rosine became
estranged, and the -relation which

ghe alterwards professed to cherish, was
feigned mercly for the sake of making
Lelie’s confessions, her own weapons of
‘defenca.

Lelie had not ounly the duplicity of
Rosine Stepton to contend with, but also
the cumity of “The Old Monstress,”

As svon as time and ecircumstances
offered uu opportunity, Rosine repaired
to Bryony to report the result of her in-
terview with Lelic.

“SWhat luck, darling,” inquired the

old hulg dl.cc:tlully, after Rosine had sa-

ol ho torested, kiss. - +Did
)ou get any information ﬁumg&iud.w 8
interview 7"

“None, Aunt Carrie,” replicd Rosine
assuming a title of relationship through
respeet to Mis. Dunwood’s age, and the
cause fur which she had engaged her.

“I got no information to the point,
but heaid some very denunciatory re-
you. Tler opinion of you
is extremely flattering, I assure you, she
continued ironie lly,

“Never mind Rosine, the day of retri-
bution will come for all that. I have a
plan in view, which, if exceuted, will re-
pay us for what she has said about me.
Bhe Js the only obstacle in the way of'
Julien Clebnrue paying his addresses to
you, und if we can reniove thet, )uu may
be assured of what will fullow.”

This intimation of Mrs. Dunwood’s
intentions caused Rosine a sigh. Al
though she was willing to rely upon
Mrs. Dunweod’s judgment to give shape

[and dircetion to affuirs, yet conseience

smowe ber in the sérious contemplation of
becoming an accow plice against Lelie.
Nevertheless she resolved o eacrifice
prineiple for the sake of love.

She did love Julien Cleburne and re-
gurded Lelic as the only chstacle to a
reciprocity of feeling. If he hud never |
told her in pluin Bnglish that he loved
her, hia actions had been construed to
imply as wuch. That she was protty,
fuscinating and  prepossessing had been
ncknowledged by many.  That for a lohg
time she und Lelie had divided the
charms of Julien, she was willing to be-
lieve also. Then what was the cause of
his final predilection for Lelie? The
naswer is to Rosine’s mind that it was
ll]OlI[‘.y.

Lelic was the only living issue of old
Mr. Lodere. Her wother died when
she was fifteen years of age, and her
futher having resolved never to marry
agniu, made over his entire property to
his  daughter. His estate was worth
about twenty-five thousand dollars, which
no doubt, hud its charms in the cyes of
many. But it did not wicled any influ-
ence in Julien Cleburne’s choice of Le-
lic us Rosive supposed.  That this pro-
perty quulification was no objeetion, it is
hwman nature to suppose, bat at the
sume time, it would vot atone for the ab-
scnce of any other quulity, which it
wight be Julicn’s fancy to ¢herish.

CIIAP, II.

*There's henuteous shiubs and flowers and
trocs,

There's perfomes ﬂmning in the breeze,

And gantle gales of inconte hlaw

Upon the banks of the

its owuer wus in comparative poverty.
No chaunges have been wrought in its ap-
pearanco sinde 1ts erection, exccpt that
it has been repainted. It isa simple
frame structure. A garret in which are
hung two dormant windows gives it an
antique appearance. The lattice work
between its small coluwns is intertwined
with the green tresses of the ivy and
woodbine. Flowers, shrubs, and a va-
rviety of exoties enhance the beauty of
tho yard. In front, leading from the
gate to the river stretches an avenue of
a few hundred yards in length on either
gide of which, at regular intervals, grow
evergreen onks that have been traus-
planted from the swamps.

Winding along vhe terminus of thix
avenue the dark and heavy wuters of the
S roll on in a eoutheasterly direc-
tion. Near G ferry stands the cot-
tarre described above—the home of
Lelie Lodere. It i almost hidden from
view by the dense forest by which it
is environed. In rear, every varicty of
oak interspersed with talland gigantic pine | |
trees overlooking its heights for nearly
a mile back. The m:dur"row!,h between
the cottage and river had ulways been
kept shrubbed down, and the brauches
of the'trees lopped off to a height that
afforded an unobstrocted view to the
river. This eare not only added to the
appearance of vhe cottage, but often re-
lieved the monotony of Lelie's long Sum-
mor days in affording a view of tho lit-

la fishing boats that, during the Sum-
mer, were (-n-,tanlly passing up and
down the river.

It was a pleasant evening 16 JUN6~__
while Lelie was watehiug the little boats
as they plied from shore to shore, that
she deseried u horseman riding down the
avente.  The sun was sivking in the
tree tops—his duzzling ruys reflected by
the pebbles of the river caused myriads
of httlc s:lvery dies to pl.a, upon its sur-

The mlcr mentioned above was Julien

. than Anpna
B contrary side
rgument’s suke.
ng with her.
puld do better ;
better.  Could
ske have chosen a motéa) for.others bid-
ding it would have boeg. “T am Quecn,
come and worship me.'o |

With such a womanjwe need not be
surprised at anything ghe might do, for
as Lelie Lodere rematked in the first
chapter of this story, s!{e is capible of
using any means to ﬁ‘n‘y her points.
Nor need we be aurpri%d, that the au-
thoress of this ussertion. should full a
victim of her malice, when w2 consider

the threats that have béén mude.
*® ® * o=

Mrs. Dunwood's schéme has now cul-
minated to a point th.;t has stirred up
the curious “wonderfully.” The rumor
has become o “wonde?.” The excite-
went of the uvsophisfieated old Mrs.
Greenspecks is on tip4es, and she has
laid .t‘-ide her knitting ito listen to aund

“wonder” at every woud that old Mrs.
Lovesport tells her; while old  Mrs.
Startling Iutelligence 8 on the go from
house to house to cuanriﬁ.micam with one
breath, a i rig-ma-rolq of the most start-
ling nonsense.  Madam Bxageration also
has a voice in the coundil, while old Mr.
Seeptic looks on with ii.ppnrcnt indiffe.
rence, ~

Tn

8iress’’

even more of a politigia
Dickenson. She took  th
of every generation for
Kgotism was a coinmon

What others did she ‘&
what othera had sha hafl

[ 22

*

the mean !
and l'o:ine ara discussing and
maturing the plun by which they hope to
prevent Lelic’s marriage with J ulien.
Mrs Dunwood  hads cautiously pre-
pmm way, as ghe thought to give
tone aud offvet ‘_T\EF-M had
proved it by hpeachin
the Lodere family whfch she thought
would fucilitute matterst in the cofnec-
tion in which she 'nﬂt[-rl to make Lelie
appear, and \!er .} {ur predictions,
Even phrmld. LU cutul;hsh l.lm
truth of the ullm.wm when l.hu trial

Clehurne. He has reined his hoyse in |
fand  dismounted at the zate. In the !
menn time Lelie has disappesred to her I
room to arrange her toilet.  Julien

ushered in the puarlor by a servant, who
announces that *
rectly.”

is

1
*Miss Leliewill be in di-

Julien’s mind was now made up. To!
attempt to smother his feelings in silence
any longer was only to entail a pain,
which the cffort itself ineroased. He
therefore determined to unbosom himsclf,
let the consequences be what they wight.

In a few minutes Lelic made her ap-
pearance, and alter mutual salutations |
scated herself a fuw paces from hiw,
He drew his chair in close proximity
with hers and gently seized her hand.
She withdrew it with a look of astonish-
ment that caused him to wince under
her sileat gaze.  After collecting hiwself
he asked forgiveness, attributing the
privilese he had assumed to the dewand
of an erring lover.

Lelie rebuked the flat declaration ex.
pressed in the excuse with an inercdu-
lous smile,

Dur Julien had determined not to
have his suit evaded. e had come to
piy 1ils -n.ow.ul to Lelie and would do so

if it involved Illu ."h

IfTe scized her hand ﬂ;:iiill—!:lu nLe
tempted to withdraw it, but the effort |
only inereased the pressure of his aragp,
and he held the little prisoner captive
until a ransom was offered for its release.

Lelie spoke uot aword—her heart was
too full for utterance.
drawn her

The magnet had
under its iufluence, and she
had no will to resist the power of its
charms.  And if silence was  consent,
what better token ecould she give that
she loved him ¥

Yus! the die is cast—the engagement |
sealed.  Bright dreums, borne on pin-

ious of love now
starry ¢

their future in
colors of peace and sunshine,

ll]ll'll

CHAP. 111,

“Never wmind, Rosine,
tribution wiil come for all th=t,” eontain-
ed the full Mra, Dunwood's

intentions, and wus prelude to as evil

i

|

|

the day of Yt.“

meaning of

a design ns was possible for her to con-
ceive. l

She wag a woman capable ol the most
consummate mischiel, and her mosgt pro- |
digious efforts wero never eonsidered too |
dear to pay the cost of any vudertuking, |
Shie gloried in abuse and slander—rye- |
joiced in & never ceasing style of prat- |
tling, which her own levity sonstroed
into emartneks.  What she failed to re-
fute by argument, she was sure to defeat |

In the County of ——— near the
cast bauks of the S—— river stands o

by vain aud digusting leaps of incongru- .
ity, She regarded hersclf' as a sort of

| tempt will gain

| "1" LT

| are sure

{ kuows my hcat,

touk place, the dsgracedl nature of the
charge itseli’ she thought, would never-
theless leave its own l.ll.:l‘lr‘_,"lllll_\- bearings
upen Lolie's standing, and thus aceom-
plish the eud in view.

<or,” said she

to Rosine, ~eveo the
additions  couducive to
the purpese, although the giel is as in-
nocent as a lamb.'  “DBuat with all this
can cestablish fact out of
matter of our own muke, and who cures
how much she suflers, so
Iuliul

evidenee we
we  uestralge

Jllll

1 am certain llwn llusim

for it was uul\ 1.~ lic's wmouey ll: at bou -ht
him over from the first,

“hae” somewhat
overwhielmed with the v'uurmit_y of the
it

romarked lln:siht:,

design, will be so bumilisting o
Lelie to have her brought up in Court
She thinks
Iam such a good friend of hers
[ don’t believe my conscience will ever
et over it il
“Nuow,
Old Montress,”
that manner.

upon the charge of stealing.

too,

I consent to—"

soodness I inte rruptod

“The

It is tho late to speuk of
We cannot go this far with
our undertaking without aking an ef-
fort to carry it through. It would be
time away.  Rosine! these
hearted people who flag when

<of u

conscicnee,

‘thrown
duJ\cu !

e e s
H undertaking approac.its
suceoed. DBusides,
there is more to excite yompunctions of

never to

conscience in the contewplation of the
scheme than in its execution.”

These words had a
upon “--.‘.iln'.

consolitury effect
consented to have
the merit of Mrs. Danwood’s plan tested,

and she

CHAL. 1V.
The worning of the 30th of July,
FHonnd Julicn ot Lelie's side. She was
bowed down with wriet.
<O Julien,” she exelaim:d, =little

did T drewmn four weeks ago thar thisgs
Would thut death

had laid me inthe cold

:'I]' come to thi 3,

and silent grave
vre I had become the

fate,

vietim of :-u«h i
I'would rathier die than Lear the
burden ot this reproach—this intolerable
The will ever
condemn we for what | ¢nnot disprove.
Miseralile that 1 am. I am
rutned D ornined ! Phank Heaven ! God

Y ou are reloased, Ju-

weishi of wor world

creaturg

lien."”

"l\'v\':-r ! Never !
answered Julien,
darvling, and Myrinds
like Mys, Dunwood, even should ghe es-

this
" \.lju are
foreser.

on necount,
ming still,

wine

{ tublish your guilt in the eye of the law,

can never make o hinliave that you ure

morally puilty. .o o srow, o Gied

NIMLY'CS us, we n I.ll")

“OL ! Julien, but—""

time “The Old Mon-

the integrity oM

audacity ol the at. |

0

“please to dou't talk in |

terrupted Julien. “She is a demon on
earth—a perfect devil., But fear not.”

Theso words from ona who was utmost
in her affections had an_ effect whigh
could not have been produced coming
frow any one else. The ordeal through
which she had, passed, proved too much
for her, aud sghe resigned hergelf to Jud
lien’s embmcgas, and fell into a sweet:
sleep. After pussing n few ‘moments of
love in the fuiry fields of dreamland
ghe awoke from the teuder pressure of
kisses that were imprinted on her cheeks.

“Yes, Lelie,” coutinued Julien, “this
very course which Mrs. Dunwood has
tuken to degrade you has drawn tighter
the chords of love and sympathy, and
caused me to cherish the desire of a
more speedy uniou. 1 took for granted
that you would not refuse and arranged
to have the huppy event consummated
to-morrow.”

Lelie assented, and the Sabbath morn-
ing of the 31st of July was appointed
for the marriage.

And clear and bright was the day.
The congregation of the neighborhood
church had assembled for preaching. It
was half-past ten when Lelie, supported
upon Julien's arm, passed down the aisle
of the church tg within a fow paces of
the altar. They stand only a few mo-
ments.  Soun the minister descends frow
the altar, and to the surprise and aston-
ishment ol those who w.ore igro-ant of
what wis to tuke place, began to per-
form the ceremony of matrimony. Dis-
appointment now scttles upon the coun
tenauces ol “lhe Oid Monstress” and
Rosine. As if feariul to trust their own
eyes and ears, they look around in aston-
l"l':-mpl to get the testimony of other
wgses to whiit 18 going oo,

But, sims - It is all over with thew
Rosine's tate Tandoomed,
ig safe now.

protected hier !

now,
e l;l..'!iﬂ
.

ceremony  wad being performed.  Con-
scicnce bnd  now resumed its away, and
was justly punishing her for its long dis-
missal.  Recollections of Ler old haypy
associztions with Lelie, and the pleasunt
[ seenes and situstions in which they had
tizurcd tosether were now it enublems of
reproseh
that 1

ter her treachousness,
huve

]hlln_‘
exclaimed, and
this is the return for my weakncss—
these Blighted hopes.  She shall suffer
Mrs. Dunwoud,) dewon,
devil, that sheis. I'll
the it 1 o luose
“':tit,. wait.”'

licen, she

tuo. (meaiing

=liw her up to

world cven my owu
l‘hdl'.‘lt'!l'!“

Thus soliquized  Losine,
wood was now at ler

Mrs. Dun.
row's end. Qb
1t she conld only recall all the neasures

she had tuken agninst Lelio, But she
had instituted charges and how could

she arrest the proceedings aftor having
gone so far.  To stop now would cxoner-
ute Lelie and show her gmlty of an at-
tempt at slander.
suceeed in what she had set

it would be w satistaction to know
1

she hud puuished Lolie for her precipi-
tunoy.

Thus reasoned “The Old Monstress.”

But even in this she was destined to
fuil, for Rosine had secretly resolved to
cxpose the whole affuir.  Sho determin-
ed to revenge ber fute even if she had to
stismatize hoi charaoter for life to do so.

Accordingly after Jrer return from
church she wrote note to Lelie in
which she exposed everything, and at
the same time  dispatched one to Mis.
Dunwood informing her of what she had

i

done.  She acknowledezad her guilt to
Lelie (now  Mrs. Cleburne) and  prayed
Brought Pun-

wood’s charneter in lively colors, and |

forgiveness, up Mrs,

somewhat palliated her vwn conduct by
the Mrs. Dun-
wonds wuilt. Dunwood, she said

exposing cnormity of
Mys.
{ had eugaged to impeach Lelie's eharac
Told the

plun which had been concocted to prove
that point,

ter by proving her a rogue.

“The Old

| been overmatehed,

had

This exporure was

For onee Muonstre-s"

[ 0 sudden, so unexpected, and so eutting
that it baflled all ideas of Mrs,

how to proceed in the premises.

Dunwood
She
wus not prepared for Rosine's treachery
andd the latter o ms]y
her selice to betray her.

aequiesced in

She thus gave to Rosiue more  eredit
than she deserved, for her treachery Lnd
not been premeditated. 1t was only the
resalt of disappointment that eansed the
instantoueous tarving of the takles, ip
order (o compensate for the defent of the
| nttempt to prevent Lelio's marvingo with

}*Q’idcu ce has
—

Thus suid Rosine to herself, whiie te | 50
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ra t Of Bryony a8 they subserved  her interests. Inter- | plain little cottage. It was built when | recoptadle of wit and Jeisdom, and was | = “I heard it all lust night, darling,” ie- | Mrs. Dunwood. © Expmmud"a fowiwords | {,‘Johu—who-r-wbntl al}

of good ndvice to them in her néte and
offered her sympathies in bq_half of - Ros
sine,

, The consequences wora, ‘that t‘hq suit
at common law was al.opped and Roame
and *The O1d \fonatmﬁ"'aﬁarwurds ex-
cumm’hnmtﬂd from the lehureh with the
mntqmpt of the whele Jcommaunity, rest-
ing upon them.

Yes! Lelie is oo’ 1lappy now to {n-
dulge feelings of revenge. She regards
Mrs. Dunwoud’s disgraceful' ‘defeat as
ample punishment for making ithe at-
tempt, and looks upon Rosine with, pity
and sympathy.  Feels that Providence
has rescued her from a fate that would
have humiliated her during life ~ Yes!
She has passed though the ordeal. Thé
past with all its receding 1lls has been
lost sight of in ler present bliss, and
even though it were ouly as yesterday is
remembered only .as a vague dream.
Love has placed her in a dream of se-
curity and she regards her marringe as
protection against all occurences of a
similar kind.

4Ol ! married love !—each heart shall own,
Where two congenial gouls unite,

Thy golden chuins inlaid with down,

Thy lamp with Lkeaven's own splendor bright.’

[From the New Orleans I'icayunc]

A Wicked Prank.

Wednesday night quite a fushionable

wedding  wos celebrated in the Fourth
District. The bride was ‘pretty, as ull

newly married ladies are, and the groom
was the glass of fuxhion and the mould
of form. A number of invited gnests
lent grace und beanty to the oceasion,
and hearty congratulutions testified the
wood wishes of many friends for ihe
happiness of the newly wedded pair.
But the hours want rapidly, und the
time for vetiring came at last. The

bride was led, by

;‘mr su:prm when it was opened Ly a
indy riehly und elegantly elad in a travel-
ing sunit, und evidently waiting for an
luterview.

“L beg pordon, madem; bat you ap-
pear astonished,” said the strange lady.,

“I must confess that T did not expect
to kee any ope here,” replied the bride

“No, ri:_ndum; I came in very privately,
and wished an interview, subject to no
interrution.”

It did not oceur to the brido to in-
quire by whom she had been introduced
or by what weans she had gained access
to her apartment.

“It is very strange,

ma'am, and T

can't imagine why you wish' to speak to'

me.

“The reason is simple. The man you-
have just warricd has imposed upon you,
[ am his wife/"

MO dmpossible—you rave! and the
lady sank into a chair almost fainting.—

However, if she could |
| Bueh a succossion of shricks one has
out to ilt) |

that |

your lawfully wedded wife?”

| Julien,
Lelie extended pardom to Rosiue and

Of course. the bridesraids sercamed

rarcly heard,

It speedily brought the
fwmily to the door with terror stricken
faces and with them the bridegroom, all
asking with trembling lips—

“What in the world is the matter?’

“Oh! Edward,” eried the bride, “this
person says she's your wife.”

“My wife!” shonted the astonished
husband ; “why, slie's insane.”

The strange lady stood up culm and
anrufied.

“Is it possibie, sir, that having perpe-
trated this groat wickedness, you will
have the hardihood to deny that I am
she asked,
looking the sorely troubled Edward full
in the cye. >

“Why, eonfound yotr, woman ! T never
saw you hefore in my life!” exeluimed
i unlnhn]il..‘{l o

The lady ru;:urllm.l him very much as
a minister would a person given over to
total dpravity.

“Oh! Edward, I'm
and 1 loved you so !”

afraid it's true!
sobbed the young

wife ; how could you have treated mo so?"”

“I tell you I havo't got any wife but
you ; this woman ig an impostor.”

The strange lady uttered n low mock-
ing laugh. The scene was gotting inter-
esting to the last degree. The ladics
were all erying, and the father of the
bride He
had been for some tiwo intensely regards
ing the strange lady, when suddenly his
oyo lighted up, nnd an amused swile
played on his lips. He took a step
torward, and laying his hand oun the
shoulder of the stranger, said;

“Come, Johu, this is very cleverly
piayad, but it’s time it wax over,” and
following the impulse of his nrm the
gtrangoer was pushed iuto the hall,

locking stern nud indignant.

laughing bridesmaids half a dozen of' the “childers; M aid aﬂz '
ber d5oq— But twagine, # the mfumted lmviuu e

at once. fuendl pas .
1. It was the br:deq ypm;ger bmw
wicked boy, who had played &
prank, with the aid of his pmtcr,q\ el o
ing suit and her cast oﬁ' n 1529:\ & i
curls.

S BT searcely neceiisary’ {o * renafl”
that harmony was'very npeédilyw

Pn()'rss'm'ﬂ Guw.—-Pacldj W}

and his wife Brldget, after many
of hard labor in ditching and was
had’ accumulated & sufficieney |
gupporting themselves and the' %Hm
to purchase a cow (of course they.bade =
pigs!) which they did at the first opper- A,
tunity. As it was bought of & l’rotﬁ- :
ant neighbor, Paddy sL:qpped on h.}s W, A
home at the house of the 'nest
procured a bottle of holy “water
which to cxorcise the false faith crlitm @
hcr i w N" .._ .':'_';
“Ten't alm a foino crcal.urc?";nkﬂw
Pat, of the admiring Bridget. “Jest.
hold her till T fix the shcd =
To save the precions fluid from: hi\"ﬁl
he took it.iuto the house and sét it up+
in a cupboard until he had “fixed?;
things. Then he returned and bronght, ", ',
the bottle out again, and while Bridget ,
was holdivg the rope, proceeded to pour_
it upon her back. = - s
But poor Paddy had made o slight =~
mistake.  Standing within * the sameé
closet was a hottle of aguafortis, that's
had been procured for a different purs,
pose, and, as it dropped upon the bnck
of the poor cow, and the hair began h
smoke and the flesh burn, she e:lubited
decided appearances of restlessness. A
“Pour on more, Paddy,” shouted *
Bridget, as she tugged at the rope. "
“I'll. give her enough, now, quoth ¢
Puddy, and he emptied the bottle. da
Up went the heels of the cow, down
went her Lead, over went Bridget aha’

"rcat to the
and the delight of the dnga.

Poor I‘uddy stood for a moment llreaﬂl
less with astonisbment, aud then o!a
ping his hands upon his hips, lob"l:d
sorrowfully, and exclaimed : e onkd

“Be jabers, Bridget, but isa’$ fheni
Protestant strong in her—the baste,!” 1; i

Josn BILLINGS oN Tuk Live MA¥. ™
The live wan iz like'n Yittlo pig—he 2
weaned young, and begins few tew footd 3
airly.

He iz the pepper-sass ol'mmhou—-tho
allspica of the world. |

The man who kin diaw New Orfoats
wolasses, in Janintyy thrit a kelfineR=
auge hole, aud sing home sweet home
while the molasses is running, way h,{
striktly honest, but ain't sudden auungﬁ
for this climate.

The live mau iz as full of bizziness as
the conductor of a strest car—He i
often like & hornet. very bizey, but dbout
what thé Lerd only kaows.

He lites up like a cotton factory, snd
ain’t got any moro time tew spare than
a schoolboy has Saturday afiernoons.

ITe ix like a decoy duck, always ubove
water at least cighteen wonths durieg
each year. e o 13

He iz like a runawiy hoss—he gets: |
the whole of the road.

He trots when he walks, and only hu
down af night because evcr)bods dw
daz. :
Tho live man is not alwaysa dbqb '
thinker; he jumps at a conclusion justas -
a frog duz, and don’t always land at the
spots he iz looking at,

He is the america pet, a perfekt mys-
tery to foreigners; but haz dun more
(with chareoal) to work out the great-
ness of this country than any other man
in it.

Ile don't always die rich, but aiways
dies bizey and mects death like an oys-
ter without any fuss,

In one of our large citics, a short time
nge, &° Western editor was met bya
fr:end who, taking him by the hands,
exclaimed,

“I am dclighted to sce you.
long are yon going to stay 7"

“Why, I think,”” said tha editor, “I
shall stay while iy money iasts.”

“How disappointed I am,” said the -,
friend, “I hoped you was going to stay -

a day or two.”

How

An old lady in New Jersey, haviog
read an account of the bursting of a
grindstone in & manufacturing establishe
ment, became terribly alarmed, lest &
grindstone which was rtanding il her 4‘"’“
ceiiar shouid bufséand blow. *hﬂ‘ mﬂ%, e
up. : BT




